The  Crowd in  Peace  and  War

general consent. It is accordingly proposed to put diffi-
culties in the way of these drinkers by executive orders.
One would suppose that the just way to do this would be
to make a list of the drinkers and prohibit their indul-
gence. But this is not the way the crowd works. To it
every one of its constituent members is like another and
all must be drilled and controlled alike. As to the form
this control should take, my paper says that "there is a
"great variety of alternatives," of which it proceeds to
give examples, but the crowd-voice comes out in its con-
cluding sentence "whatever measure is adopted must fall
"evenly on all classes, upon club, restaurant, and hotel as
"upon the public house." Could anything be more ab-
surd? Lest a gunmaker or a shipbuilder in Glasgow should
drink too much, Mr. Asquith must not take a glass of
sherry with his lunch at the Athenaeum! That is charac-
teristic of all crowds in respect of individual freedom, and
it is that quality which in the long run produces an accu-
mulation of individual hostilities to crowd-rule, and sooner
or later ends by upsetting it.

We live in days when crowd-dominion over the individ-
ual has been advancing at a headlong pace. If things
were to go much further in the same direction individual
freedom would be dangerously restricted. A man, for
instance, goes to Africa, or Borneo, or North or South
America, and by hard work succeeds in making money
enough to satisfy his needs for the rest of his days. He
returns home and is perforce swept into the national
crowd, which proceeds to take from him as much of his
money as it pleases and to spend it in ways of which he
may thoroughly disapprove. If he must not drink in
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